








heritage 
at work

NS in 2012 painted 20 locomotives in predecessor railroad schemes to celebrate its 30th 
anniversary, and NS photographer Casey Thomason recorded plenty of memorable images 
of the heritage units. Pictured clockwise starting below left are the New York Central and the 
Savannah & Atlanta units leading a train of empties through New Eagle, Pa., toward the 
Monongahela coal fields; the Central of Georgia locomotive exiting Natural Tunnel near 
Duffield, Va.; and the Central of New Jersey engine rolling through Horseshoe Curve near 
Altoona, Pa., with coal bound for the port of Baltimore.
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One of Norfolk Southern’s predecessor railroads, the Norfolk and Western Railway, was an early innovator 
of moving freight in trailers on flat cars, popularly known as piggybacks. Early advertising trumpeted the 
efficiency, safety, and economy of this shipping method. It was an early, specialized form of intermodal 
service. For NW, it was “the modern shipper’s modern transportation technique.” Piggyback trains delivered 
freight so quickly and reliably that NW promoted the service between St. Louis and New York as “The 
Cannonball.” These items from the Norfolk Southern historical collection remind employees that the 
innovations of predecessor railroads helped pave the way for NS’ successes today.  n BizNS

From the NS archives
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On the cover:  A straddle crane 
moves a shipping container at 
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2012 — a year to remember
Norfolk Southern’s 30th anniversary year will be one to remember. 
Among other things, the company painted 20 locomotives in 
predecessor railroad heritage schemes, published a book written largely 
by employees about the company’s SPIRIT values, and generated other 
memorabilia to recognize the merger of Southern and Norfolk and Western railways 
that formed the modern day NS.

Railroad photographer Casey Thomason captured one of the year’s most iconic 
moments during the July Fourth holiday at the North Carolina Transportation Museum in 
Spencer. His historic photograph of the 20 heritage units arranged in a semicircle around 
an NS locomotive on the museum’s roundhouse – the former site of Southern Railway’s 
Spencer Yard – has been in high demand from employees and rail fans alike.

To save a piece of history, employees and others can purchase a 36- by 17-inch poster 
of Thomason’s photograph and other anniversary mementos from NS’ company store. 
Other items include the employee book “Eat Steel & Spit Rivets,” a heritage lapel pin 
set featuring company logos of the 20 heritage locomotives, a heritage patch set, and 
anniversary t-shirts.  n BizNS

The items can be ordered from the store at 1-800-264-4394 or online at www.nscompanystore.com. 
Check for quantity discounts by calling 757-425-2000.
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BizNS ONLINE: Go green. Receive 
BizNS electronically. On the ERC, click 
About me, then Green Communications. 
You’ll get an e-mail when the next 
issue is available online.
____________________________
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